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FROM T!IE EDITOR I S CHAIR 

TO THE scores OF .FRIZNDS Nr HOOE ;\! ID OVERSEAS 
WHO H.,VE S:m l!E CHRISTW.S .'.ND NID YEAR GREErDIGS 

::: ~Hie --· .. The End of en ~ entf ul Year .,,.;_- . New voi,,;.~ • .. I s
0

eid ·i ea! 
month th et meey thinga ,hed -happ ened in the y a,i r Just closing: .. · > 
end th at I had en ide a. 1950 would be ·not wi t l}ou'.t ite thrills. 

~k = !~~~d :e~J.r\i ;t I didn't know the b elf of it. For . 

L. week or two ago tl iet brilli ant columnist, Ien .MBckq , of 
the Newa Chrom, cle , devoted his "Dier)"' to en· occ9= t of some 
unique r nd int er es ting Clu bs : " Clubs t" excl aimed t llflt 'Pl ert 
bundl e of energy Len Peckmmi when he " """ it, "Clubs. I know one 
I tn Mllckoy htsn ' t menti on ed ," end strai ght crwfy he wrote end to l< 
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him r bout - ,:;ell, ~ kno 17 ,chic h one . Well, whot Len s eid in 
his l ett er evid ently impressed th e columnist with th e whimaic nl 
pan , c,e will be s ee n ri-om th e 0 WTi t e- up" h c;1 g £lVo it, roproduc od 
on LJnoth er pcge. 

Well, " f w dcys l e t er Len received e pile of lett ers from 
I en Mock")' with e note s aying t hey wora ,bout • tenth of thos e 
be hlld had es o result of Len• s ent erpris e . For maey deys t ~n 
hed e buey tim e replying to them. .:.t th o moment of writing 
this th e outcom e is not knoVIIl, but th e probability is t her o will 
be maey new mcmb~rs added to our circle • 

.:.nd th et isn • t e 11, .not by e long woy . On th e eve of th e 
December Lendon meeting I r ooeived a copy of the :.Ust r e lien 
"Sydney Sun" sent by good friend Le.on Ston ,:i. You' 11 s ee it, 
too, in this i ssue. I immodiotely s ,mt t.m Packm•n • wir e so 
th e t he could inform th e meeting th e following dey. U,t er Len 
set off to th o Fl ee t Str ee t offices of th o :.ustr ali sn paper in 
quest of enother ·cop;y - trust Len. Whilst th er e he 'Nf' S told 
th e editor wt>nted to s ee him. Foll owed a lengthy intervi ew 
which mr.y mcvn th e f eme of th e C .D. Rnd the Club wi ll spr eed 
across .,uetr alie. !Jot only thvt, but Ceru>de msy have a go, t 
..nd don • t forg et eomothing is heppe.ning in South :.tr i ce , e lso, 
thrnks to :... J . SouthWPy. 

I h c-ven • t finished ye t, for ther e • s thrt " Leeder'' write-up. 
11G heard just too l at e to odvis o you in th e December issu e thet 
it bad bed to be postponed a week or two . It msy hav e appeore 
before this, if not, I can odvi se you not to mies it on eey 
account, for it's r joy to re11d. 

liell, r ll th a t, and 1950 hr sn't st ert ed y~t • 
. .nd no"' , gr ov er not e . In our e lc tion we must not f org e t 

th et during th e yee r two members of our circl e have p~s sed on -
Willi am B. Neate - end Joseph Begul oy, mio di ed so tr egic elly 
jus t <!' he hcd settled down in .'..ustr e li r. . In eddi tion , t hot 
brilli ant r rtist, Leonerd Shi elds, knoVIIl to ell of us, died 
ear ly in th o y eor. God- rest .th eir eou1s. 

FNsh Territory f or C .D. :.S will be s een from an int e r est 
ing l etter in th ~ corr es pondence columns th o C .D. n o , goes to 
Ic el and, in eddition to Cened e , U.S . !,.., .bllstr eli • , Now Zeol end, 
South .\frie s , Eire , .ond Br azil. ( Thr ee soldiers r t my offic e 
watch my moil for fo r ei ;,n s t amps.) I oen es eur e you Mr.Holtz 
is o re e l enthusiast who is very enxious to obt e in Megnet s , G 
Nels on Lees, e tc . ;,,, ho will be e te00!9 dis edvcnt ege through 
being so isol a t ed, I cm sure e ll will holp him if t hey con. 
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":Ciling , ..11 su bsc rib ers will g e t th ~i r copi es thi s l!)Ont 

in rn envelop e big enough to s end it fl a t. This is something 
we hrve b. on trying to do ever since we s t £>rt ed th " C .D., for 
wrapp ers v:er ~ never sotisfoctor;y, especi a lly for thoso who wish 
to bind th eir copi &B. We hope 1"' sh e ll be eble to keep it up. 
It will edd t o th d co s t e littl e , but it will be worth it. 

Lnd rgs in hea lth r.nd prosperity in 1950 to oll loyal 
support ers of our little m,,gszine, Pnd 1lbo chee r me with their 
l e tters. 

Yours sincer e ly, 
llEIUlERI' .LEX:KEITT!Y • 

I 111 I I I 11 I 

W . .llTED UitGENTLY: Top price prid . Gems 619, 078, 879, 946. 
cs n fft,Y f ellow Collector oblige? Leonerd Peotmsn, 27 .:.rchdele 
Ro£>d, Best Dulwich, London, S .E . 22. 

Vl~ JTED: Schoolboys Own Libraries f eat uring Gr eyfri e rs, 1/6 to 
3/- er ch offor ed according to sg e . Bill l!I"rtin, 93 Hillside, 
Ston ebri dge Per k , London, ll .W .10. 

~l.t.ll'l'ED: &exton Bl oke Libr e.ries, 2nd series, 171-7 23. 
LGOn8rd PeckmE'n, 27 1.rchd al e Road , London, S.E.22. 

B.o~ . .:J!NU.!.L: 1095. Excell ent condition. s ill exchallge for 
Pil ots, Duvel s , Pluck, Chuma, Bullsey es, e tc. R . ·southwood, 
3 Spring Vill as, Fe.rnb orough Roed , Farnb orough, Ran ts • 

. ~ : Complete y<!r r s of 1931, 1932, 193} ~- Off ers 
for £& of t hese y ears to L . Peckmr,n, 27 .l.rchdel o Road, EDat 
Dulmch , London, S. E .22. 

~: "Billy Bunter• s Benlt Note ", "Billy Bunt er• s BE'rring Ou 
t-rm--Be..,..i<rllwlter-o~ h~ p1 ...... ~ -- -t 

"Scho olgir l", School Friend", Schoolgirls' Own" Schoolgirls' 
()P,n Librery. Gordon Kirby, 55 Forest Stre et, Bendigo, 
Vi ctori a, .:.W,trcliE • 

~: Union J eck No. 1000. 5/- offar c-d. L. Pnckmtm, 
27 .Archdel e Rord , E£>st Dulwich, London, S.E.22. 

~ : Gams, r:lagn .ata, Pil ots, Plucks, e tc . Meme pric e . !ur:r 
cond ition . Send t o R. Southw ood, 3 Spring Villas, Farnborough 
Ro, d , F•rnbo rough, Rents. 

1.dvertise in th e C.D. ld. word. Net1a rn d nddress fr<, e: 
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NOI'E.- :me n I r ecd this c rticl e I e~id to ll1)'eo lf , "Hor a • s 
~h er fi nd", end I nm eµr e y ou will egr ee . Mr . Dubb hr s 
turned out r fin ,; hist ory of e gr end pape r which up to now hes 
not h ed its duo .- B. L. 

POPUL J\ P '.J>ERS OF THE P '.Jrl' 

!lo . 2 - "CHUMS" • 1692 end Onwerds 

By Herold G. Dubb 

Sop temb er th e 11th, 1892, "" s t o prov e " gr ee t dey in th e 
hist ory of th e boy s• story mag,, zin e , for upon th e t de t e e new 
and import rnt public r tion was born. The new venture was issu e 
by th o ol d es t ab lish ed house of Cas s e ll of 1" Be ll e SouVE>ge and 
duly christ ened "Chuma." Tho first ad i tor, n y oung London 
j ourn alist n amed llex Pemb ert on cormniasioned D. H. PP rry t o writ 
the opening ae ri r 1 end this '1ppaa red un de r th e titl e of "For 
Gl ory Pnd Renown ." It WM An enthr a lling t ale o f th e Fronoh 
were, admirably illuat ni t ed by Gord on Browne, whose initial 
cover drawing of • hors eo,, n being r.tt ack ed by a fr enzi ed 111t>lf, 
th e men v.'ith e rm upr ais ed , e short knif e tightly clutch ed in 
his ri8ht hend w1 th v,1'.ich ho is cbout to strik e th .a brute whi l e 
a tt empting t o control his plunging steed with his oth e r bend , 
wee used f or mc~.y ee rs es th e cover des i gn f or th e bound annue 
v olU!!!E>B of th E< pap er. In th e ee rly days of its lif e the f ormc 
of 11Chums" c l osely resembl ed thet of th e "Spectr:to r, 11 inclu di ng 
two column pa ges r nd wi de mar gins , an unusu a l depa rtur ~ in boys• 
p cpe rs end one th.et wee dest in ed t o have an excee di ng ly b ri ef 
existenc e; in feet, it en de~ with th e first vo lU!!le. 

During thrt even tful first yee r, not e f "" f rmoua ne.mea 
L"ppaered in tho 110 l d Papar 11 F'S ° Chums" in lifter y eers wee 
r ff ectio ne t aly referred to by e ll t ru e lov ers of cl e~n, hi gh 
apirit ed yerne of school lif e ond Adventure. Mex Pembert on •e 
wonde rful st ory of da ring And dPnge r up on the high aeae, with 
CeptAin Bl ack ea its prino ip ~l ch aracte r , wra i s aued in eeri~l 
f orm under th e r.lluring t itl e of "Th e Iron Pire t u" - P titl e 
t o quicken the bl ood of ony healthy English boy with th o br oe th 
of th e ae o in hi s no s tril s , th e op ening illst r lment b e ing g'i ven 
in th e number f or week-en di ng l.!tiroh the first, 189~- :,_ s ch oo l 
aeri ol entit l ed "Two" by BFrry P~in wee running ~t tho same tim 
G • .Ii.. Benty c,ime e littl e l s t er v,'ith "Jeck Dill on of Dunne co r e ,' 
E. Everett Green wro t e "The Hrunt c<; Hous e t:t Hoe" ~nd th er e wore 
e ls e stori es eutb ore e s wi de kn o~n c s Les li e hr 
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Ju-t hur J. Deni e le. hl l t he se t ele e were · of on exc ept i orwlly 
hi gh e t endr rd fllld e llch obly illustr e ted by such -f omoue ertiats 
ca Paul Her dy, Char l e s L . J'otta, J .B . Cl llrk e , an.J of cours e , 
Gord on Br owne • 

.i,. no t abl e fe nturo in th e arr snging of A. "Chu,qs" progrrume 
wee th e des ire to combin e inatruction with p l ea sur e . Eve ry 
week , a rticl es on " d iver s ity of subj s,cts, r!'Dging from P dAy in 
th € lif e of a prison ward et t o how to conatruct e church st eep l e 
were publishe1, whil e e whol e peg e wee dc,vot ed t o "Oll • Podride ,l 
in which us eful information such es the foll owing wee giveJf: -

"I t is r eckone d th a t th e sh oe -l ea th er ennu r lly worn ewsy 
in t he London str ee ts is worth over £100 , 000 ." 

"Th e Bank of Englend contains silver ingots which have l oin 
in 1 ts vaul ta s in ce 1696." 

· " is. Spi der e ats t wenty-s even ti.mes its own wei,ght ·iur~ 
the df!Yt" etc. otc. 

, Ii th th e closing of the first y ea r of it s lif e , o y eAr in 
which th e paper norrowly miss ed going ou t of exist enc e owing to 
ite poor circul c ti on, Max Pembert on r e signed his ed i t orahip f'n d , 
in consequence, the next volume of "Chums" under fl new chi at , 
assum ed t nevr eh ep e . It woe slig htly sm,:ll er in eize thBn 
hith ert o end had thr ee column pages iden ti cal with thoee bf th a t 
other gr llnd ol d pope r , fortunately still with ue, "The Boys• OWn 

Chi ~f """'Del the mm,y fin e tt,.inga t o b e f oun d in th e 11econf 
volume of nchums" wer e the excel l ent short st ori es Bnd l' se ri e s 
of l"rticl es on f e.mous men Pru! women. These orticlea were b f!s ed 
upon intervi ev;s grF nt ed to 11Chume" specit! l r epo rt ers by t hG 
persons conc erned . These int ervi ews cov ere d quite c- number of 
liter sry men, some of whom hav e since become hou seho l d words . 
G.L.. Henty, Geo r ge l.lenvill e Fenn , Sir Wolter Beeeont vnd Sir 

_ _._...,,......., .. QeP-B£agga-N-~~ ~ ~t.c..tilz.e___sel ecti on os fe r Pe 
liter Pture is cc ncorn ed ; Sir .urthur Sulliv an, t h"'1 th e f or c,most 
living Eng lis h mueic i cn , w,,s ch os en t o r epreeap t his own pr o.,. 
f e ssi on; th ar o wer e sever 2l di s tinguish ed exp l or ers includ ed it 
th e sch ema , while tb. t he number of f eioous sp ortsmen intervi ewed 
th ere s eemed no limit-- C .B .Fry, the cricket er , T .A.Edge , the 
cyclis t, Bu.bear, th e not ed scull er, rl . ~ .Benoroft, the inter
n.sti onr l s occ er pl e~ er, end mru::cy'", IDf'Icy' others, f ~r t oo numerous 
t o mention here . 

0 The Sea 'r""/olv es n by !!ex Pember to n, "'~t Ecirth ond Ocer n' 
by St an di sh O' Grecy , '',1ho end Why" by ,\sc ot R :° Hope , rnd 



"Di s turb ers of th e . Peece~' by Andrew Home w~re th e princip t1l 
seri Bls in vol ume . two. The illustrati ons in this volume were a 
consi J.ere bl e improvement on th ose in th e firet. 

To begi n th e third ;year of its lif e mmlY now r eade rs of 
"ChWDS" ware surpris ed t o discov er upon opening th eir copi es the 
megic name of Rob ert Louie St evenson •n d no l ess • st ory tlllln 
his cel ebrPt ed cl E!seic of Eidv entur e , "Treasur e Isl and, 11 newly 
illustrat ed by George Hutchins on, one of th e most gi ft ed artists 
of his p~ri od . Ther e is no need f or me t o go int o de t ails 
r ega rding the pl ot of this f amous ;ram, for it has since become 
one of th e most wi doly r eed books ever writt en . The teak of 
Bllj)plying th e sec ond ser i el fo r the opening of the thi rd y ot<r 
ftS entrust ed t o Georg e L!Bnvill e Fenn. The titl e he gave t o hia 
naw work ms "The Queen's Scarl et . " It was e novel dea ling witt 
lif e in th e British /J.rJ!:f. It wee dterw erds r e-issu ed in book 
f orm end is still r ead by chums, ol d and young, ev en t oday, f ifty 
one yeers afte r its ori gin!ll • ppearsnc e . It ga ve a pr e tty con
vincing p icture of lif e es a common r e~-., oe t in th e tim e of 
Queen Vic to ri a , exposing th e hopel ess i gnor anc e of th e men in 
th e lower ranks of th e B?'!IO' and how th e msj ori ty wer e s pt to mis 
underst and and bully any young r ecruit who haopened t o come fi'om 
a t\llipectabl e home and prov ed more int elligen t tha n they. 

L. r emarksbl e coincid ence occurre d in connexion with "Tr ee sun 
Isl and ." :.S the number of "Chuma" cont a ining the f iru>l inst el 
msnt wee 6"1.ng t o pr ess, the nows wee fl ashed t o Eagl end tha t 
its auth or, R.L. S ., he<! pass ed frWSy. I give he r e the obitwiry 
notice which appeared in th at issu e of th e pape r: -

"Ju a t bef ore going to press with the pre sent number of 
"Chums" - cont aining th e finsl chepters of "Treas ure Isl and" -
t he nows of the pes sing rwey of Ro°l>er t Louis St evenso n, in f er 
off Semo• , is fl as hed t o this cc,,ntr:y; a.nd it is wi t h deep sa d
ness wa re a li se t ha t th e inc ompar able story-t ell er is no more . 
Net elon e i s th e worl C mede poor er by th e l oss of th ~ grea t es t 
writer of romance known in our 1ay , but by th e Mast er' s dea t h 
every one whom his magic pen hes charmed will f ee l beref t of e 
persono l fri end; mid with our s orrow will, we know, be mingled 
t hat of a ll re ede rs of this pape r." 

In 1896, a young auth or nemoo S . 0-lalkoy wes int rod uc ed t o 
t he eo.it or of "Chums" by th e l a te Sir Art hur Quiller-C ouch end 
th e r esult '"'" a seJ1 e l entitl ed "In ~ est of Shcbe's Tr eesur e" 
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c.n<i en rescc i 2 ti on v:hic h l rs t ed f or ove r tldrty y cr r s . S .\Vc.lk~ 

r ap i d ly becsm.; on e of " Chums" heat l oved writ e rs. Hi s s t ori es ' 

were mei.nly 1ev c te d t c th e explo its of pir ~tes, r ed skins , fr ~nc~ 

tir eurs Gnd highweymen. :. f ew titl es of works from his p,m ore 

rs f o ll ows: - "Rogue s of th o Fi ery Cro es", ' '\Vi th Red skins on the 

\',11r- pstb" , "Ph.en t om Jeck", "ting ot th e Outlows", "JFclc- D-LDnt e ' 

end "Cro ss bones Is l and" . One of the most f ~s c i.nating :rae tur e11 ( 

in his s to ri es we e th e epeoc et which his horoe e wer e swept :!r om 

one cri ti. co l si tu otion t o anothe r. At one p articul. ftr momen t • I 
clll'ract er woul. d bo ti e<! t o th e st ake surroun, 1ed by y elling 11"""g1 

r edskins firing bar bed arrows int o hi s de fenceless body while I 

th e l eoping y el l ow fl emes of• ci r cl e of buriliDg brus hwood crept \ 

ev<>r c l ose r end close r; then , in th e twinkling of t>n eye , he is 

rescu ed by the arrival upon th e sce ne of P porty- of French eol- · 

die rs, but , el e s , only t o be t clten c pri soner once "ge in. How- 1 
ev er, ho mansgee to esc Ppo from th em cls o , but only e t the ri sk 1 

of b r eaking his neck by l e!'p ing ove r • pr ec i pi c e , t o be seved \ 

from c!er th this tim e by ro c onveni en t overhl'ng:l.ng bush which bre Plp3 

his f ell . S .Wl'l.kcy •s p ir e t o y erns wer e his masterpiece s. F or f 

c ~l d-bl ,od ed vill ainy , his pir,it e chiefs were , .inc omprrable . ' 

Rob .art Lottie St ev ~nson •e Long J ohn Sil v er, Bil ly Bones e.nd Blind I 
Pow cf "Tr ea sur e Is l and " f Pme were holy sain ts comp~r etl with ' 

\ir lk ey •s llng So l , t he Bl eck Rrt end The Bet. To g• in the ir 

own desir es , these wortey spec imens of th e n obl e hWDBn r Pce ! 

th ought nothing of di gi,-ing r grove em! cee t ing c s till li ving j 
victim int o it, then grc c'.urlly filling it in by discree t shovel

ful s of e,n· th Pt gi ven int e rv ~ls until t he wr e tc hed men , in ord e 

t o meet his dee t h mor e quickly , divul.ge c! th e wher eebouts o :r th e 

secret hoerd of t r ee eure the p ir a tes wer e s eeki ng . Almost e ll 

of Wolk ay 1 s t a l es w.,r e a ft e rwords r e- published in boo k fo:r:m. 

llit h the pe ssing of the y ears, "Chumll" wm: ed mid gr"" in 

- +.-....-. m~rcul<'-t wn-en<i-e- 1- - ~= - ~-l 
t o its list of dietill€"1e hod co ntribu t ors . CE>pt~in Fr enk H.Sha: 

j oin ed th e pape r r0llll4 ab out 1912, giving t o th e wor ld s ome of 

his fin est see et c ri oo, in clu ding " Sons of the Se e" , "First e t 

the North Pol e", "The Sec ret of th e Sergf's s o Sefl 11 , "lU llckhl' M ' s 
Tree aur e0 , "Treo aure 'I!rOVe in th cr Scuth ern See , " ,,nd e hoeij; of 

othe rs eque lly g ood. :. r ee l seelDl'n , Ce'>t. Shaw s erv ed on wind

j e.rmer s, meroh en t men, Atl en tic lin ers Pnd e ls o , during th e wor 

of 1914-191n . in t h e Roy ~l N<>vy. ~ l ong &pprentic eehip o:r 

roU&hing it in every quert or of t ho gl ob e g ev e :um the 1118tori ol 

he m,eclod f or hi e stirring t ales of advan ture on t he gr eo t oc ee ru 
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of th e worl d .. Few pe opl e have l ed mor e nC.v anturous liv es t hf'n 
t he Crp tein ond even few er hav e th e ebili ty t o d esc rib e th eir 
experienc~e more feith!Ull;r . All hie w<>rks heve l'n c ir of 
ver,,c ity about them rn d a r er l s e lty e t mospher ~. " sens e of 
rind l'n d V.-Pt er end ~he hes ltey fr eshn ess of th o ope n ai r. 

I hav e ap ace h ere t o menti on onl;r a few of "Chums" l et>ding 
writ ers . ~ xwell Scott , Herb er t Mexwell an~ ll ec G. PoP.rson 
camo upon th e sc ene b etween 1909 an d 1914, Maj or Cherl es Gilso n 
Juli en Linl ey, Win ,rov e Wills on , Gunby l!P.clath =d Lt--Ool. F .S, 
Brereton begrn contributing whil e th e first worl d ....,r ,ms r,o.gin, 
nnd continue d t o. writ e f or "Chums" until th e p ape r wee hken 
over by The AmeJ.,,,,m,,ted Pr es s in, I be liev e , 1926. 

Lt--Oc l . F. S . Br er et on wrc t e what I conai de r t o be on e. of 
his beet t t:1l 0e flS e eert nl f or "Chums . 11 It WP S ce ll ed "Scouts 
of the Beghded Pa trols" en '.! de e lt with th e sc out movement in 
th e n eer .Enst. I t rel r,t ed how e henc!ful of English l e,i s bege n 
a sc outing t r cop in Bngh fod , gr sdu nlly exten di ng it un til it 
hed rbs cr bed pra ctic e lly el l t he Eur opee n boy s in th e city ane. 
inclu :!ed not " few nativ e boys. Of cours e se in e ll adve nt= 
st ori es, th es e youngsters br aved numerous p erils end lwd mir ecu 
loue esc apes from dee th, nnd in th e s equ el wer e instrument a l in 
fruetr e ting e pl o t t o exp el th e British, be g and beggt,ge , frdm 
:ies opo t r mie . Ther e wee something t o bo l ea rn ed, howeve r, from 
the st ory f or th e de scri pti ons of Ar eb lif e And cust oms wer e 
very r e li a,ble es wer e el se th a wori -p iotur es of th o p l aces men
tione d in th e nF= etiv e . I woul d t h orou.shly r ec c,;;unend it tc
enyon e ~ se crc h of , re a lly gccr. bock of edvonture. 

clhe t • pity it is t hat ~ll the femous boy s• magezi n ~s, wi t : 
the exce pti on of "The Beys I Own Pe.per'' , hnve -:~is a;lpeo r ed fro m 
th e mrrk et. p .,rh e~s t he y outh of t 0~r y hf'Ve ~ii'f e~t t es t es ; 
T -::.- - - ..... al lv don 't think th ey. beve , a:od l 8~~--l ...Qv;,0-- ~·~ -

were som£ enterprising publish er t o f ound e new p ape r, simil er 
to "Chums" with first--<:l es s st ori es end erti clo e by wall knClll?l 
cont:ribut ors, i t woul d bec ome el most en inst r nt eneoue succoes. 

No . 3 - "True Blu.o0 • 

FOR EXCH:JIGE OR SALE: Me.gn~ ts, 12 oop.fos 1931 , o th ers 1939 ! 
5 .0 .L ' s 40 , Gre :,fr i e r s , St. Jims , S t . ,Fr ,.nks. L. B~rn et t, 
2 New Str ee t, Pit t ~r.ill , St okc~ ,n- °"'r cn t. 



':7E !/EllE O?I TnlE I.GAJN 

B;y Hurb crt Locke nby 

I.t 7-30 precise ly on tbe evening of Doc ~mber 21st I ptck ed 

up e completed ccpy of the l.nmu!l, end g,-vo e gr ee t sigh of reli 

W"' d won through ! I csn sr,y now t htl t through circ umet cnces , not 

directly conne ct ed with th o Annual , ther e hod b een moz,y da rk deys 

when I WAI heunt ed with e dreed th6t I sho w. ~ ! Fil t o r e11ch m;y 

cherished goal by Chrietm,,a. 

Yc,u can pl:c tur o then q de light when I eMr thce o neat pil es 

of l.nnUt'la all re edy f or mailin,; on tho v ory dB)' wo hBd " imed f o 

It took eigh t j ourneys to the - f ortunate ly, noar-b)' G.P.O. By 

8730 we were ol ee r, end tho cop i ee wore on th eir wey t o oll point 

of the compass Ft home and ov ers eoa. 

I.nJ here I must pcy • lincere tribute to Mr. Philip Wood end 

hie stet! t or th e untiring we7 th<17 worlto d to h el p ua win throug 

lle cy P mcrnin;; during th e l ~•t tew 11'eeke h = had boon et work e t 

5-30. 
Tbe l:ll'illng done I ht>d • cMnCe to 1'1111 tbrousb " copy. Oo 

didn't it l ook go od, •ell worth 1111 the work end YOrrT of severe 

months . Tea, I thinlt I coul d ee7 11'8 bed do ne 1 t "8"1n , in feot, 

bi g,; er and better thtln ever. 

On th e eve ot Chriatm oe, ea l aa t 7eer, I made s r ound of 

';,hone cf'lle, !!ll'inly t o eetiaty 11\1'881! th,.t the cop i es had go t 

thr cugh, and well, yes, also t c l oern it rq opini on Wf!B c!onfirmc d 

Yos , t hey had r eache r. wnd c,n, hlf'nch es te r , Rot ti nghem, Laeds. ks 

f er c,pini on, well htlP,>)' was I ea I listened to Jclm Show •• vo ic e 

oftoring co~etulotio na, and rq apirita gr- ever lighter ea 

oth er vdcee came through the othe r. I knew it Wl'S go ing t o be 

e lu:ppy Chris tm"e or !llG II 

oi pv ti on efte rw erda . 

Yee verily, I theusht this even though I Jmew · "t the time 

th ere wee CllOthar ai de of th e mede l . You will see from the 
r eport of th e Ol d Boye• Bvok Club meetint( th et s ome of the memb 

hed on inkling th er e wee t o be e tinencial lose on the ventur e · 

Well, t h&rc ia, an d to be frank , th e l ose, when coat of post~, 

env el oea , e tc., oro t clten int o conai <lerfti on 111 within l'--ehi 1 

~r s c. cf tll. Thrt is if ~ll the subs still o-... tst opding , end 
the1 e er o r go od maey, e ll cc,me in . (I c rn •t cre dit anyo n e 



gc i ne t v l e t us dorm her e) . Th.,1~~s s is almos t exect ly the ~ 
cos t of th e s e 20 odu ext r e pages , s o 1£ wo ha d stuck t o our 
origin e l os timet e we shoul d ha v e just go t clear. But, I e sk 
you, whPt c0ul d we have l eft out? That s entim ent al r acol l ectio 
of my boyh oo<l, mayb e , but t ha t wee only thre e page s. 'Je cert e 
ooul.Cn't cut th e 1:iho •e Who, B~b Blyth e 's w0rk of months w~e blu 
pen cill ed s omewhat, but it woul d have s poil t i t t o r educ e sey 
more . Tho veter pns woul d hevo been out in th e c ol d wit hout 
J ohn Medcreft's and my ext r ec ts fr om th e "Bl onds ". No, s s i't I 
1Vas ee ch group go t its f a ir share . So y ou ' ll A">preci s t e t h e 
dilemm a I was in. 

So whet e r e we t o do? 'ifoll, you' 11 see that the Club , 
chsrscteristic e lly, 1D2de P generous ge sture. "foul d you t hink 
it e ch e ek if I sugge ste d s ome of you msy think th e Anmull worth 
o little mor e? If you do , I ' ll sey "Bl ess yo u" . If you think 
we made a b erg,,11:t end shoul d stick t o it, well, I she n• t think 
ar,y- l ess sbout you . Anyway, whatever the out comb , I sha ll have 
no regr e t s but hav e consolatio n in a j ob wel l done • 

.<\nJ. so on to next yep r•s . Let's make en ea rly st ar t. 
Bob Blyth e a lr eedy he s his pl an. Len, how abo ut "They Came t o 
s t . Ji m' s"! Roger, anothe r of your inimit nbl e ch srecter ske tc he 
"Rookwood Review"? \Tho will t ake tlwt on? I em go ing t o ge t 
down t o s hist ory of t h e Boys ' Fri end. I sh oul .! lik e e ll th e 
ol d ha nds et worlc aga in, find I'll a l so h ef1rtily wel come s ey 
nawcomere. I em sure in this I have th e hea rty agreemen t of rrilf 
co ll ee.,ue of th e Bl aldsns sectio n. 

Jus t one ot he r thing . !,. faw r egule r sub sc ri be re to the 
C .D. di d not order Em Annuel. If arry of them woul d lik e one I 
woul d ad vi se t hem t o writ e str vi ght awrry, f or there or e only 
three or f our copi es l en. And the chances e r e th ~t ere l ong 
thi s ye er s em. 

~· Opinions are o egi nning t o pour in1 they vr e v ery 
p l ee sing t o re ed, end v ery very encour aging . :.nd woul d you 
be li ev e it , in two ceee s t hey oc tu e lly inclu de orde r end peyrnent 
f or next yeer •s Annull l. Tha t• s in de ed o r eco r d t o be proud of. 

The poll, t oo , is go ing t o be extremely 'int er esting. 

WAlll'ED: Gem Chri st mBe Number 1909, "Th e Te=ibl e Thr ee • s 
Chrlrlmse Porty' '. High price ,. ivGn. Dr. McCenn, Bis~ pcourt , 
l1fl.v"'n, Co. Meeth , Ei re ~ 
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Gr ee nwich M&oti December 10th 

Fl or eat Bl eki anc 
I 

. In c l ement ~o<'th er di 1 not de te r e good e tt cnd ence g et h erizk 
o t Cherli e Wri ght's r es i denc e on th e occ as i on of th e Dec emb er , 
meeting. Even Herry Homer orr ivad from Sussex end he bed his · 
rewerd ea on t he Hoskins p i eno w»s e bust of Sext on Bl ak e res
p l <,n<l.ent in e ll bis g l o:cy. Cherli e . became th e proud owner of 
th e ltust thanks t o th e ende avours of the :nli ve wire chaipnan, 
Len Peckman. The exhibition of the bust t oge ther wi th Bl eke 
fe s turin;,, r a t he r a good <!eel in th e ve:cy iine quiz composed by . 
Charli e, it wee th e famous sle u th of Beker Str eet 's meeting. 

The chei~n 09 ened in bis us ue l gco d mP.nner <'n c! th e 
minutes of the lest m&eti ng wer e ree d , passed and eiened . 

The s ecr e t ary t hen g,,vo th e tr easurer• s repo rt which ,ms 
ve:cy eatisf act ory an d w,,s f orme lly edop t e~ . 

Corr esp on dence wee t hen r eed , two l e tt e r s of resigning · 
wemb er s, one of opp r ue i a tion from J emes Smith of Newca stle-on
Tyn e on Nce ivi ng bis copy of Tom.Merry's Annu al, r:nc IDf'ny 
othe re: t oo numi.::roua t o rec ord her e . The chcirmf'ln then r ernl I 
,ut some of bis c orre apo nctenc e , which inc lu ded " t e legr vm .from I 
th e vic e-presi dent , Herb ert Leckonby, stating thnt a fine 
a r ticle on th e club 's activiti es e,,poa r ed in en Oct obe r numb er 

, of t he /;llStre li on "Sun day Sun" • Them th e chairman r eed e 
l ott er fro,n the "Leade r Magazin e", th e r rti cl e on th e club will 
de f initely epp 8 er 1n the Naw Y uer. When the ooge zin e has 
fini shed wi tll t:he pho t ograp hs th ey will b e sent on t o t he, cho 
men,who v.'111 eh ew th cc t c, e ll who ere int .. r es te d . 

The c ru::irmen then d i s tri but ed copi e s of T~s lr y Dec. 13t 
Uewa Cbrc,nicl e in which wes a good artic,l a on th e club's 
ectivitiea . The ch Eli.rmEln wra auit ebly th ank ed f or this gt-art 
p i 0ce of publi c i ty. 

The cha irm en t h .m un dert ook t o wr1 t e t o t ho Amelgemoted 
Press oski ng t hem t o publish , in vi ew of the enormou s int e r es t 
end publicity, e weekly prpe r on the lin es c,f · the " Popu le r" t o 
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cont a in r Gr eyf ri ti'rs, S""ext on Bl ake end Nelson Lee story" 

Th & cha irm en th en enli [,ht ened the members on t he cost of 
publis hing t h e C .D • .Annuel, end it wee agreed, e fter b eing pro 
nosed by him end sec onded by Herry" Homer, that s token pcyment 
should be s ent to th e odi to r t o as sist him in his very" f in e 
eff ort in pr odu cing ·t his gree t annua l megs zin e . This t okon 
payment to come out of t he c lub funds. Furthermor e , mambers 
ware urg ed to advert i s e And suppo rt th e sdv erti eors not only in 
the eJlDIWl but in th e monthly issues of th e C .D. 

The efo r ementi oned quiz wee won ees ily by Len Packmen with 
Ben ,ihite r filli ng second pl ac e . 

The .t.nnurl GBB&rel Meeting of th e club wi ll b e held on 
Sunday Jenusry 15th, 3.30 p . m. e t Hume House, 136 Lords hi p Lene 
E!lst Dulwich, London , S. E .22, when t h e el ec ti on of officers will 
be hel d . All members e r e ur ged to at tend this mee ting and 
nomin ati ons f or the pos i t ion of offic ors er e invited. 

Two new members, l.lr s . D • .:.irs ha ll end !.lie s M • ..:...Sdouri en 
were h ea r tily wel comed. .; Mr . T. L,,rge, of Reeding, joined es 
e po st a l member. This gentlemen's = in i nte r es t is in th e 
"Cept e in" magesin e. 

The host end hostess, Olive end Cha rli e '7ri ght, wer e h ee rti !-7 
thanked f or e very" p leBsr. nt evening , espec i ally t he exh i b ition 
of th e Sexto n Blak e bust. 

~tt endonce: L&l, Josie ~nd El eenor P~ckman, Oliv e end 
Chsr li a Wrtgbt, J ohn l'nd Hr s. Geel, Fr ank end Mrs . Keeling, 
Ien i'lhitmore, :.. Blunden , Bob Blythe, Herry" Homer, s. Godf r ey , 
non Deecon, Mtir ie :.Sdouril' n, Bob end Ben ']bite r . 

B:,:ru ..'.L!IN G , IIHIUR 

~ : Odds r.nd Ends , Boys• Friend IJ.br er i as, 3d . end 4d . 
In feet, ~thing. Hanry J . H. Bartl e tt, Pees Hi ll , Shi i;,t on 
Gor go, Br i dpo r t, Dors et. 

WANTED: All beck numbers of Colloc t o:::-• s Di s est . !Uso J\.nnurls. 
~rtin, 93 Hi ll s i de , Stonebri df,e Perk, London , N.'ii . 10 . 

11i1NTE f ol:'".lfol l.ection . l.!Dgnct s ··pri or t o,·No ;s90. Gems -,ri or t o 
No .1000. ·.P~p~nrs, S. 0 .L' s, Holi day Annuel s, Nals un La~ , Beys • 
Fri end, Prc-,rs r Chempi ons, Tr iumphs, Hotsp ur s, R,:,ver s , Pil o t s, 
Renge rs, M ven tures, Wiz l'rds ,md Ski ppe r s . Gcod prices paid . Bco ts 
wt th sch e>ol st ori &s only . P. ~iill ut t, 67 Ford Br i dge Roan, 
Aahford , llidds.------ -- ---- -- --- ------ -



•. ,11 qu-,r1 H and • ~e at i ons t o 
,.J.l qu .. ri bs and ~ .ast lo na t o Rob er t Blyth e , 

~ --- 46 , Cor loto n RODd, H,·ll owey, London 1 lL J . ---- - . 

Thi s month I went t o deol with cert oin rep r in ts -::nd ot her 

st ori es by E. S. Br ooks, a subj ec t upon which I'v e writt en be f or 

but only bri efly. Now t hanks t o Ltn Pr ckml'n t'.nd J oclc "lcod, I 

,can t;iv o you th e li s t of re prints i n t ho Popul ,.r, end t o ChBrli e 

llr i.,h t fo r t he E .S .B. st ori es t hot appce r od in t he Boys• Fri ond 
(4 d . lib . ) , in th oir entir e ty. ',t l eas t it' s pos ei b l e wit h t he 

Popul , r . Thor o ar e still soa><> more t i tl cs w,,nt ed f or t h e Boys' 

Bri end . :.eywt,y , her o e0o s wi t h t he Popul r r . 

Tho Popul ar comawncod N prin t ed st ur io s of St . Fr rnks '111 t h 

No . 489 (9/6/2 8 ) "1 t h t he e t ~ry or how Ro,,.,;i e Pitt c, mv t o 

St . Fr anlcs. The ori8iru' l a b~ing Old Seri es !Io ' s 170- 177 . 

Titl es wore : No . 489 , How R0v: i e Pitt orune t o St . Fr<>nlcs1 
490, The Ser pent of th e Coll OJe House ; 491, P itt t ho leyst e ri 

492 , Ruoti oDS on t he Ri ver; 493 , The Tr e il of th e Serpen t, 

494 , Pit t th e P l ot t &r; 495, The Ras cal of St . Frr nlcs ; 496 , 

Pi tt ' s Vongee nco 1 497 , On Stri ke et St . Fr cnks ; 496 , St i c 

it Out; 499, Hondf ort h in th o Toils ; 500 , P l ot ond Counto r -

pl ot; No. 501, Tho Tr epp int; of Nols on Loo; 502 , Pi t t ' s Finc l I 
Throw ; 503 , Roac Pl r nd Hero . 

TM t compl e tes the P1 tt Ser ioa en<! we f o ll ow stn> i ,:ht on 

wi t h t ho cumino cf J eclc Grey es i n th e N~lson Lee . 

No .504 , The B~r oond s ey l(id ; 505 , Pr ovi ng his Met tl e ; 5o6 , Onaj 
age inSt th e Sch ool; 507, Meson• a Uncl e ; 50 8 , Thu , .yst ery of 

the Gol d Loclcet; 509, Betr l1)'ed by his S tw!J" ?fl>t e1 510 , Troub l 

Br ewillt(; 511, P i t t•a Si st er ; 512 , Tri ed by t he RQIIIOve; 

513, :,; vic t ory f or t he Monks ; 514, . , MicJ.n1.:ht AJ.vont ure ; 

515, H,,ndf ..,r th's Lit tl o i.,ist ek" ; 5l 6 , The !.=abs of 1::1 Saf:- <'; 

'.>17, Seved by Hie Chum; 516, Cep t e in Jim ' s Chonce ; 519 , On 
th e Tr eil c! th e Kidne op •r&I 520, Jr ck l !l:aon •s Der k Hour ; -

521, Tho Shi p= ockad Schoolb , y ; 522, '.:h• Luck of t ho Boy f ,-<'::, 

13...,:rmon.deey . 
In t ha Popul r r, t ho nuxt s t or i es fclk '1 u n qui t o nr tur Pl ly , I 

tv ll i ng •• th .ay Jc, of J eck Cobly Pn~ th e Rc..:icvi tee in aol'l'Ch of J 
I~·rn~~ri :1~1r! lity t hcr . i s quit e , b rr> (6 mcnthe t ,, be GXl'C I' 



Thes e st , r i es Dr o r epri p,t ed fr om O.S . No ' s 213 -22 0 . 
No.523, The St. Frai;lts -Ad ventur ers; 524, Handf orth ' s Record 
Ri de ; , 525, s~u thwere Ho t 526, At th o Ga t es of IU'ric a; 
527, Th o Peril s of th ~ For es t; 528, "lhe t HP~ncne d t o H~ndf ort h ; 
529, Int o t he Desert; 530, Foul Play; 531, Th o Tr eas ure of 
El Se fr ll; 532 , The Terror of th e Dese rt; 533, In l:iarcil ese 
Rends; 534, The Riv er of Fir e; 535, The g endere r• s Return ; 
536 , Shipwreck ed ; 537 , The Peril of the Cevern; 538 , Hrndf ort s 
Romance; 539, Resc ued; 540 , In the Grip of th e Sar gasso ; 
541, Th~ Sinister See . 

'.,e ll, th at's e ll the r ep rints cont ain ed in the Popul ar. No 
l e t's turn t o the Boys' Fri en d . Some of these titl es h ,,ve be 
gi von bef ore, but f or t he s sko of compl eteness I'm giving th em 
aga in. 
Rightt Boys • Fr i and 4<l. Lib . l et Series 
No. 200; Cllnv as and Cer eVlln; 504 , In Trackless Spa ce (re print 
from an early N. L. Seri a l. ) 514 , ll i pper e t St.Fr anks ; 568, 
Curtis of th e Fift h; 633, The I 1ol of St.Fr enks; 649, The Gre 
Tri11X1gle ; 656, The Ret urn of Zingreve ; 657, The "lender Cr aft; 
704, Pots of Money; 709, Phantom Isl enc\ ; 713, The New York 
Myst ery. 
2nd§ eri es : 105, St.Frnnks on th e Rocks; 213, Grit; 253, The 
Gol den Goalie; 257, Th~ Ced of th o Crusa de rs; 261, Boe s of t 
Blu es ; 265, The Jlnunt od Tea m; 269 , The Vanishing Footb all ers; 
277, Riv al s of th e Blu o Crus edors; 435, The Schemer of St .Fr • 
( r ep rint ed i n b c~k form by Ger eld Swan es "Tho Rott er of : lhit o
lan ds " by Reg . Br owne} . 439, St .Frenk s on Broadway (r oprint ed 
fr om Beys • Fri ~nd No. 71 3 (, 0

• ~cri es) , s ee ab ove) . 141 , The Yid 
napped Remove ; 445, Wel do •s ~fonder Tea m; 447 , The St .Fr anks 
Cestew eys ; 451, Crua oa s of Surf I s l and ; 455, The Sch ool boy 
Re;,ublic (r o:,r int sd from e lloys• Hee l m Ser i es beginni ng with 
woe k--ending 1/s/ 25. Thi s st ory , alt hough compl e t e in its e lf, a 
par o o . ~ , roo o osq o r ee ; 
The to a{.l'io of Bulli es; 674 , Buff a l o Bill's lloyh c,od . 
Brook8 wr ct e e ll t he s e und er hi e own n eme, wi th th e exc a~tion 
of l s t Suri ee No' s 200 , 504 , 568 , and 2nd Seri es No .619 , wher e 
he use d his pe n-n ame of Robe rt · 1. Comred e. 

Thet• s e ll th e titl es I h evo at th e 1110ment, en<\ as f er ea 
know th ey ar e e ll or igi nal exce pt f or "St. Franks on Brce dwey". 
There 's pl enty of sc ope f or r es earch in t he Boy e• Fri ond f or 
ti t l es , re prints et o. , eo if eey :,f you er e ~e.rticularly int or e -
t ad in th o Boye• Fri end, what about en er t icl o fro m y ou on th e 
eub act ? 
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·.,hil s t on th e qu es ti cn of ot her wri 'tings of E. S .B. end r o
pr ints, y ou mey be inter es t ed t o l eern th e t · the r e hove b ean pub
lis hed by Ger a l d Swen t hr ee books anti tl ed , "Th e Sch ool in S-,<1ee 
"The Rutte r of Whi te l anda 11 end 11Fort ·e aque 0£ t he Fourth". The se 
er e a ll r evis ed v ersi ons of stori es written by Br ooks which 
epp ee r ed in th e boys • p e:, ers e t various times . The firs t 
ap pea re d in the Boye• !,!sgozin e ii\ 1926 . Th e se cond .wee e St . 
Fr anks st ory in t he Boys' Friend (s ee above ) and the third ,me 
t he intro duction of lwgustus li art ~o St.Fr enks l'nd the origine l 
appear ed in t he Boys' Reolm. in 1921. ill th e noV\alle app ear 
un der -the name of "Regin ~ld Browne ". For this inf ormat i on :j. em 
indebted t o J eck Wood . 

1.nd no w t c our mont hly list of titl es in th o Nels on Lee 
Librery. 'iie 'r e gct t in,; on . Only enothe r 2,- y ea rs to go end 
t hey wil l be completedl ll 
o.S. No . 311, Th e Hounds of the Tar goaea; 312, The .:.uatrali on 
t:ionder; 3n, The Gol den Imoge ; 314 , The Demon Cr i ck et er ; 315 , 
Jeyat e :ry Men of the Eos t ; 316, The ld,,tch of Destiey"; 317 , The 
Fotetul F if t ee nt h; 318, The 'Brend o'f the Twin St ars; 319, Th e 
Test Metch Tr iumph; 320 , The Mont, me l<l),et ory ; 321, The Terr or 
of Roe r ing Z; 322, Th e Rustlers• Secr et; 323 , Up th e Ghost 
ldver; 324, Jted skin Coura ge ; 325, The Vell ey of G'cld; 326, T)).a 
Tr oi t or s of Corlb on Pas e; 327, Th~ Fury of Thunde r Rap i ds; · 
32~ , His Beuse in Di sorde r; 329, Tho )lystery Fc otb ~ll e r ; 
330 , Pl cying f e r th e Leagu e. ; 
This month we come t o th e finsl list of th e Seri es vn<I now, i f 
y ou heve kep t s r ec ord ye,urs olf, you have th e Nel s on Lee e ori es 
in t he ir entirety. It should be of gr et>t v t>lt.l e t o Y<'U when 
buying ba ck number s . H~re we go then , on the l eet of th e eeri e 
2nd New Ser i es : !lo • e 116- 120, N"ls on Lee v. th e Green Tri eng l e ; 
121-128, Com;,l &te Det ec tiv e st ori es ; 129- 140 , St.Franks in 
s eri a l f ..,rm. Int=. J r.:nes Kingsw ood es Hoedms ster. l.J.so compl e e 
det ec ve yarns. 9 omp 0 e e e ct ve en 
eeriel (Reprint ed from let N.S . No ' s 20-25.) 152-1 54 , Christmas 
with l.rcbie Glenth orne; 155-15 6, Com;,la te de tectYV e ; . 157-161, 
Nelson Lee enc! th e Remove v. the "F e l l o,mhi.p of Fee r" • 
Finish of 2nd New Seri es. 
}rd New Series : Repri n ts of Nipper • e Arriv t>l ~t St .Fr anks 
(o.s. No 's 112-126). 9-18, Rw.>rin ts of Hunt er the Hun s eri es 
(o.s. No ' s 148-157 ). No.19, Reprint of No .a let N.S . 
,0->22, Complet e c ri ginsl sch ool st c ry. 23-25, Re-:,rint s of the 
first thr ee st ori es in th e "St .Frenks in C~ ~" se ri es let Ji . S. 
No 's 12-1. 
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This woe th e fintl issu e vf th e Ncle on Lee Libr ery end the st ori• • 
ce rrie d on P.B e e eri c l in th e "Gem" find fl list of th e s eri es has 
b ean g iv en in th e August Number of tbs C .D. 

Tba1;•s e ll for this month, but I'd like t o make sn appea l 
f vr sug,rast i ons or a rticl e• th a t cPn be incorpotttod w1 th tbie 
colllillll, e s I've pre tty nearly run d.ry t 

· Next month, acting upon a su,, go stion f'r ot.1 Jim Soutbwey of 
s outh .:.tric e , I'm commenoin · e li et cf e ll th e s eri els that 
app eared in t he N .L. "'1th euth ore ,:nd ·st a rt/st op numbers • 

...18 this will not •., i;,ear until J enua r,r ( el though it is being 
written bef or e Christmes) I'm • bit push ed in wishing you e Mer.cy 
Christmes, s o l ~t me sey tbet I bo;,e y.ou bed a Merry Christmas . 
:Mt,y you b..ve e pr osperous New Y3ar and may y ou un earth huge stack 
-~' fa..N,~·~L,_'_s~,_a_1 __ 1 __ n_t__,,,gi_v_e_-Mn'~-"-Y-P~~ri~c~e~s~I'----~-- ~~~~~--~~~ 

Received as we go t o :Pres s : 

AN APPEAL TO ALL READERS 

I kno w my friend , our ,io rth y editor , 11111 be most 
reluctant to publish this , but I feel it ie something 
which should be br ough t t o the notice of every mem
ber of the clan . During a recent 'phon e call I had 
with Herbert, I congratulated him on once ag;ain pro
ducing a reallY excellent Annual , published as I 
happen to kno u und er most difficult ci rcumstan ce s . 

Dur ing our chat he admitted t.hat the publishing 
of thie year's edition r e sulted in a lo es of £1 1, due 
possiblY to the extra pages and correspondinglY 
increased typing costs . I am confid ent that not on e 
of ue desired Her be rt to be a penny out of pocket, 
l e t alone such a eum as £11 . 

I think I am r;l.ght in saying that the members of 
the Lond on Old Boys • Book Clu b ha v e already mde a 
donat i on, and I am appealing to oth e r collec t ors as 
well. · 

So rallY rc..nd you St . Jim• s and Greyf ria rs 
cha. pB, n.ot f u11ge tt .i.n5 St ,F-,.'fil'l',' s r..:a~ Bla h:> enth us 
iae·ts , for i"t ·.1ould ind e2 d ·oo a ca taetro phe if th e 
C.D. or Annual nen t th e wa y of t;.,c Lr.gnet and Gem. 

(Note : I a m bashful j F . Crafford Beardsell. 
about pu tt ing this in , J 
but ~hat I say in comments on the Annual h ol ds good . 

H.L . ) 



- --:-,~-, 
/ . ... I , -. :Y· . :7:f? . :.:..+fA . .; -: : ~-;.-_;;r.7 

.... _ _ , ., ·; -... , ._ . 
.. t,, .... _ , • •• • 

80X 
Warmth from Iceland 

Vesturge t e 11, 
ReTkj evi.k:, Icel and. 

Dee r llr. Lecltenby, December 6 th . 

I recei ved yo ur meet welcome letter today 

fo r which I am indeed obJ..i8e,l, and offer y o11. 1113 'eest thanke.' 

Your solicitude in sending me the cop,y of November's Colleot(U"S• 
Digest 1e appreciated. 

Thank you for outlirlin,ac ell th at very fine 
information end addresses ea to where I can •YPlT for abs s

t ance in "':! efforts. I bl!v e e lre edy written to llr . Peckman 

end sh e ll writ e to t he others later tonight . 
I mey tell y ou that I am now looking forward 

illd eed to reoe iving the copy you so kindly sen t me . I trust 

you will writ e mb do ·.m es s tuture subscriber, end wi~h msn;y 

thanlce-for-your-ex~ e~l en~ l)<l"8-ti~ .......... ..._~~~~~~~-1 

B. D. HOLTZ, 

FrllDk Riche rds Reca lls th e Long Ago 

Dear Herbert Lecke nby, November 10t h , 1949 

Jdm\Y t hllllke for yours to-d ay with th e 

C.D . Thie numba r r et llT is topping. I aee that you. heve 

extend ed your bo rd e rs , lar., a r quantity wi th th e eeme quality ! 

I lik e very much the e rticl e "A Just Bee st" . I s hould hardly 

hove expec t ed erq reed er to give Mr. Que lch BC' !!lllch perticult1 r 

a tt ention . To t ell the truth , I h ave e soft corne r fo r ~ e lch 



en d i t ,, e s . r r ea l ·:~lZ sur e t o -m~
0

t o -r eed s o ke<m end ki nd ly -;;r;
ep preci a tion of hi s ch a ract er . 

I .a s v" ry int er ee ted to s ee t h a t Mr. Br ooks was 17 when 
he embl ed into th e A.P . Tha t wes TI1lf o .. n Age wh en I smv TI1lf 
first publi she r, but - s leet - a good msny y ea rs b efor e 1910 , 
end bef or e th e A.P . ceme into exist ence! It i s int er esting 
too r·bout 'th e editor • s surpri se - who ev ar h e V1"8 ! Th a t i s 
£1nother coincidenc e', for ey first publi sher• s first r elllBrk wee 
ttyou're very young, eren•t you ?" - which c ert s.inly was th a 
c ese s t th o b eg inning of .th e ninetie s ! 

With kind r egerds, 
Yours ve ry sinc <,rely, 

FRANK RICHARDS. 

Fr :mk R.ic hRrd s Hus t Pos s es s th e Elixir of Youth! 

Dee r Herb ert Leck enby, 
n ecembor 17th,19 9. 

MDJ:\Y t he nl<s f or th e C .D. , which ha ving 
proc eed ed from goo d t o be tter, is now go ing on from be tt e r to 
b est! I £m v e ry int e re sted to he ar t ha t th e Bi shop of Mee th 
d esires to obt ein th a t old Gem Christm as number. I do hop e 
th a t it will m,,t arielis e . 

Th ank you a l s o f or your l e tt e r to-df1Y 
ref erring to th o Comet. I ha ve no t s een t hi s yet : but fro m 
whe t I hear, soma o l d wetdt of mine hes b aen d i s int err ed, ond 
cut to pi ece s t o "18ke it fit. 

Yes , I ce rt a inly should hav e to ld you, 
il I had ) een int or ~st ed in th e dave lop ment. 

Do you r ece ll TI1lf t ell ing you some tim e 
ego ebout TI1lf new ch,,rect or, "Je ck of All Trad es "? It h es b ee n 
de ci ded t o issu e this in boc k f orm, end th e first book wi ll b e 
publi s hed ea rly next y er r by Mand evill e •s . Next y ee r th er e 
wi ll bL thr ee of TO<a 1!err:,, on e of Roo kwood, end on e of Cercr of 
end, e s usual, thr ee Bunt ors. So y ou cen gu ess t he t t he typ e 
writer is now f a irly ac t ive. 

Bes t wi sh es for Christ mee, TI1lf dear boy, 
~nd e ll good fortun e 1n th e New Yee.r, inclu ding Pnoth er ~ump 
1n t he circul a tion of th e C.D. 

Tiith ki nd r ege r ds , 
Alway s y ours s i nc L·r oly, 

TIU>iK R.TCIL'ITTDS 



~~~~~~~~- Conduct od by Her b ort Leokenby 

It' s qui t a evident fro;n IIIV' post - bPg th l,t t he "l.:t,gn et" 

title s ere W1'nted, so we nre making " et ort strni8ht "'"'¥ . I 
hM'e to--uicnk th e msey onthusi ests who volunt ee r ed to supply 

the titl es , but es Len PeckmEln got i n by c short h oed th e t Pek 
is hie. We will get in es ""'IIY titles e~ch month r e we cl"n 
possibly squeeze in . 

+++++-
Tel.king or short heeds reminds me that 1n Pn amusing latte , 

from J. S . Dixon of Liv erpool he told me th ~t just befor e the 
clos e of th e "!l et e eeso n", the Eerl of Sefton bed P horee 

running r t Liverpool celled Bob Cherry. It c Amo in second et 

10 to 1. I wonder if th o Ear l of Sefton is on e or us . 
1.nd th At•s not nll. J\!r, Dixon els e told me that n horse 

i.ntriguingly nPmed C.D. won et K61!1pt on r t 100 t o 8 1 

I couldn ' t res iiit"" gotting i.n th ese i t eme of news free th e 

__ sport of ~ buio T 11,:,n•t £1llke "hF<bit of it , 

++++ 
We • re' frequ ent ly being e sk ed , ''Wh¥ nothing 1>bout Rookwood 

in "Hcmil toni l'? "' Well, it ' s up to ;you. Cen ;you oblige , ! Pn, 

+++++ 

And now f or one or Charlie Wr ight's whimsie Bl ef forts 

followed b;y e v er;y int eresting press cutting fro:n l.t.uetrc.li " 

sen t b;y Leon Stone . 
+++++ 



;.rt:.• 
THE GRE.:T HOR.'.CE 

lly c. ~right 

The gr ee t Hor r ce J .'me e Cok er of the Shell, rfterwr rds pro 
moted t o th e Fifth, th ough how he ever got out of th e Third 
ba r.ts ma . He wee e gr ee t ch Prsct or e t Groyfri ~rs, end t oge t he 
with his formid abl e !.wlt Judy caused gr Ga t hil e rity in th e o ld 
school. 

He wr,s noted meinly for his motor bik ~, hi s high-hended 
methods with th e bla des, hie Jumt Judy r nd he r hann,ere, And hi s 
short weys with f ags . · 

Tho l r et ne med trrit of Coker•e c,:uaod him quit e frequent 
to proc~ed t o whop t he FPmoua Fiv e , r t which tim es h e WE B ueUPl y 
s eize d by fiv e peirs of hands, whi rl ed int o th e r ir end th en 
dep oeitod in r n nl~~ye conv onl.ont pu ddl o , end Coker must have 
knovm every equ e,r e inch ·of th r t pud dl e in th e qur d . On one 
occ r eion h e tri ed t o whop Yli ngr t c , but found hims elf l ooking up 
et the c eili ng wit hout quite kn owing how he go t th er e . 

Hor r ce •ri.th his stink b ox, es on J irrev er ent juni or calle d 
hie motor bik e, crused th e d ea th r et o of chickene in th e noigh
bo'!2'hood t o ris e to a l arming proport i ons , and often gr vo him 
pl enty of we.lking ax ercie e through bre tJcdowne. His high
handed methods of keeping th e bl eck sh eep t o th e st r ni gh t end 
wrrov 1 hes oft en bro ught him troubl e , end in f eet Pric e of th e 
Fifth onc o c eue ed him t o be unJUBtly exp e ll ed , but Hor r c e J rmes 
acting up on hie f evourit e oeeemption t ha t sch colm,etcrs hPVe n o 
sens e , rofus &d t o r~mein crie l tcd and ceme beck ~gr in And Pgrin 
es groc er's boy , 1::oodcutt er' e boy end tob Eicc oni st I a boy C1nd 
fin elly conduct ed e on e men et ry-in s trike fr o~ Stu •y Nc .l in 
the Re.'llove , a lm0et driving Mr . Prout t o distrecti on. This 
aer ies br , ug ht th e f cmoue ~t Ju dy to Greyfri r r s and ccueed 
r. c e o mop s row r-n mu er s evera B eaa ey scule" , 

end ~ft e r only on e sho rt int urvimv, Mr. Prout, th r t f orml.d~blo 
end mighty bwit er of th e grizzly, promptq l ock ed hims elf' in 
his study, However, Horf!ce WP S cl enr erl, Pric e w~s fl ogge ~ ~nd 
llr . Pr out onc e rgc in de vot ed hi ms e lf t o th e h arcul oFn t re k of 
trying t u r Pm knowl edge int o this ho~eful pupil • 

.:.unt Judy' e f omous hr mpers ccus a<\ quite r l o t of troubl e r. 
tim as, cs Bunter quit e often eucc &.,ded in annexi ng th a cont ent a 
of c large pRrt thor oof, ~h ich usu a lly c r uee d Cuk~ r t o storm th 
Remove in gr ee t wr ~th, end after eucceeefUlly stirri ~ ur P 

horn ets• neat , ueu ~lly finish ed up on hie bPck in th o Fifth F ,· 
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p ess rg& in e mi~htily di sh ~avell ~d s t Pt e , which oft en ce lled f ort 
o eustic comment s from Mr . Pr out together with an impc si ti on. 

But in s pit e c f his bu ll -h o~dod wr,ya, h e ,..,a lik eebl e ,md P B 

atr ei gh t es s die , rnd es op e of Frenk Rich~rd's ster comedi ens 
often brc,ight th e hous e down. 

id· Se ri os 

"~NF!' " TIT~ 

by L. PPckmr n 

No . l , The >!eki ng of Herry 1'.ibr rt on; 2, ThG Taming of Herry; 
3 , The ~s t ory of Greyfriers; 4, Chums of th e Remove; 
5, K.idnepp ed l 6, aliens Pt Greyfriars; 7, Rivtils of th e Ramov 
8, In Hiding; 9, The lfebob .ts Di eoond; lO, Th e Cspt e in 1 s 
Elect i on ; ll , Bil ly's Boom; 12 , Herry•s Sec rific e ; 13, ;. J ol 
Hel.f H, li dr y; 14, Billy's Compet iti on; 15, Whart on's Qporatic 
Compeny; 16 , Stsge --Struck; 17, A Jolly outing ; 18,R oughing I 
19, Th e Greyf ri e r s Challenge; 20, Billy's Tr ee t; 21 , Tho F omo 
Four; 22, Fun by t he Soe ; 23 , Th e Greyfriors Ri ot ; 24, Fcur 
on the ciorp eth; 25 , The TriUJ:Jph of t he Remove ; 26, The Grey
fr ~i rs Sleepr. olk er ; 27, The Ref orm,, ti op of Greyfri e rs; 28, The 
Rooov e MBster•s Substitut e ; 29, The Greyfriars Conjurer; 
30 , Billy Bu.'lte r, Hypn otist; 31, l!l>rry Whert on' s TPsk; 32 , Th e 
Greyfri r re Vent ril oquist ; 33 , .:.lie ns .'.,goinst Greyfri e rs; 
34 , Th e Riv r l Sch 0ols; 35, Herry ,lhe rt on •s Scheme; 36, The 
New Boy r t Gr eyfri ars; 37 , The Greyfri er e Chin ee ; 38, The 
Ch<-~rful Chin ce; 39 , Greyf ri , rs ver sus St. Jim ' s; 40, Billy 
Bunt er' s Roid; 41 , The Riv e l Ent ert a in ers ; 42, Herry ,lha rt on ' 

ey Out; 43, Th e Greyf riare Vic t ory; 44 , Tho ,'.,mvt eur Cvoks; 
45, :. I.rd fro m Lener.shire; 46 , Expe ll ed ! 47, Home f o r th e 
Hclid eys; 48, Th e New Firm e t Greyfriers _; 49 , The New Sixth-

--aco:i::ms,o.;..._ 50~ - Cmnps~~~ecnca· 
52, The Hero of Gr oyfriPrS; 53, The Gr ayfri a rs Se il ors; 
54, Billy Bunt er' s Housa-~ 1e:rming; 55, The Chin es e Cept e in; 
56, Herry ,, h,.rt on•s Recruits; 57, The Ventriloquist•ePupils; 
50 , Cut by th ~ Fo:rm; 59, The Sch ool Denc e ; 6o, The Greyfriars 
Crick e t ere; 61, the Ri va l s of Gr ayf ri s re; 62 , The Shipwrecked 
Soh colb oye; 63, The Greyfri e rs Picnic; 64 , ':lbarto n & Co. 
versus Merry & Co.; 65, Riv e l Scouts; 66, St ony Broke; 
67 , Herry ':/hert on •s tiord; 68, Tho Invasi on of Greyfriozsj I 
69 , The Bully of Greyfri s rs; 70, The Cliff Hou.t1a Pnrty1 71 , The 
Berri ng of Bulstrc de; 7 Tho Gr byfri e~l) o togrt'pher. 
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C rv s.sw< rd:- , ,., Lc,11n 

The Oltl Roys d 
Grey.f-rinrs 
in a reun ion 

10\'l::H a !-('h{•Olh,,~· l l·;,:-1 t•I j ;'lm L! ,S, 
. rr c;1m bun :- al'III :--;'f1(h, ·khl'f;;, .1 gr:t:p 
.. : n , iddl<'·o1g (."(J men i-•.,·~p. )t-.1 ult l 11-.~,1-
;mws a bout th t>fr !-d11 1old;1~· hf ·I t~. 

1h4't' s o{ IIU· Ohl Ut 1· .. · Oo11k C nlJ 
Y.t·r• h• •ltlinC: ' l l,t·il" 1111 1,1h f,,· 11·;, 1,:11 tv 

'f1t •·• •:h1,11INI ;, t,.,ul l :,ll, fl,u, u , . lh t' l11;-

:\:f :'.:~:{~~::T{},::\F/ ::::::_:·.-.(t) )! 
:., .: ,,, . J ... , 

J,.f,. r,1 .. •r• •; ,\ fl ,o• , !,,I I,:,• I ,, ,0,1 1 , ; ,, !I OH I 

u ,, . ..,,,,-1,1 
',N • ' , . , . ,. 1,;. , .._., .,,1,, . ,11,a-1 · '"I I~\ 1,. · • 

1,.,., , •.,1u .o·• 1,,,, 11, .. • 1, ,, · 1,1. V''' ' · ' " ' ,., 1,., , 

;.·•·•::,;, :••n;•::::.,,, i , . . •I 1,• • • 1,, ,, . , I I ,111t1 , 

'"'::::· 1~.',,..::·:~-:~·.;;.;; :., ·;;:::.',. "" '"''-~;: .. - . 

V.hiter Ui the rnu~n · ~·,w~ C"v.n.1 i, f No. 
1 oran&f' ·oo n •rt'd M oa11~f dnltd Ff' bru "r' U , 
Jl>OI. 

8 ibk·pu bl1111her Robttt BlylM , 35. whOW 
it11bUrban ho1n f' In H flllo,..,·•y ....,.;,,. the- ~n~ 
ol t h ~ n 1ttt i,;g-, rC""Md a v•w c>r ~bC"u1· 1h~ Rffl'I O\'f' 
f ur m. 

m~·1he o,..,·,1~ 800 i\lapr.rr , otml , ., . ,.,,. iH w 
o f N",..," 1.,., m ,u 19 ~ f','\f f ol 1·1ohl i1.-al.ion. 

c:,.ib 1..-o·foundf'r Lro m1 n1 J';,d lhlolm M id : 
"Son. t· ~r the old mo, 11Hi11 , ('1' t h;n !'<•Id for a 
hHlt1~m1.,· :..1t• w<"rth u p t r r ~ f' a ,·h .'' 

Ju HfO";', in l hf' 1h i1ct m11,, lot"r of the' C.#m,. 
Clu..c;h .·, 11;."Hltnn. l+l!"ml ti,~ ,..c.·o · n1u1tt' M a r-

:~• ~:;,\'.""~, ~:::: ~ M~::~; l~·:to~.,~~ ,,._ . 
M upnl"I, un1frr t he · ~ 
~~~~ y~:::~ i f1i~h; ':) - 'JI 
w rv tf' ·rh t· M0:k1Hg ~ 

,"/.£::.:·1~~:::~:::::·:! ~ 
i<dn, o! . "" " 

A ll th'-' .•tu l' lt" \'>I 
G :-,,·r I r• a r ~- ~ t. 
J un·~ :11ui H•~•k \''" ''' ( '11lh·1:, "' ac• t l,1 \l.'11i-k ( ,I 
ll .0111i11•~11. whc, ,.nu1 ·p1( m,: I ~·• PI IIH·I• w t ,l'd:- i< 
r e:, r : , 11d 1·· 1n 1~1l ;11: ;•,<-r• . .,:t· 1•1 \'2:.C•l• 1+ ~·f' r,, . 

d(' 1,...,, ·,1111,· l.lcl h ·r k1 u \\ 1. ; , " " t ,11n1, 11·,t, n 
:u.: tl:u dll vl i . 

Now SU, iw 1·J 1 t ·I:, lt •1:\' ('.f h i t H•1u•:dt. i",<'ll i-f' 
;11 Kill'.::-J.;i t tt, Kt :,: . l.\' t 1, ·H I" "! b 11:,11\ ,n fl 

t :111 ... t u\ t •,<.,nu : e n;, 11 ,,n d \ t !, ,·: :-~ 1,llt- a1 ,,' 10,fl,,: t
· 1;:hl•· rlt • 1, 1,pin .:- .,,11, 11n ,1 l:O' JkVl. l' lh'I. r. t ~(I 

i~:::.:'; :\,,';t1~~11~~·: ;:::::·~ .. ,1/:/~;f ':'.f 'l:::::~. ~1.~:I~ :~t';·~~(; 
( n , ,. , . ., cu ,1 ( 'ou, 1·1 u 1 :,1,d 1' 111,1 n 1,1; C-ru .. ,,,H;,·. 
;~;~:~;~ . ,·C11J•C u o,t lh •, ·t· !It•,~ ;: ~ 1·:, 1· :,> : C: 

H,,,;.~~,,ur~)~.\~t~ ";;:1,n:~. 1 f~;' ,:i~:;;~~·i 1;;:~d .1~;:::~~ 
1n thl'1r 01 i~111al f ,•1111, .,1wl 1·1..••"Vl '"rt , · r t.'!'lf~ 
,..,.,1·1i p ,u :,I (•:.: i11 L~oh ll, 

th ·1·ilro11 on, -r b;u\ n , .. , . tc p!eWi-ls 'iu 
hu111I , .. ,h~, · ;1\'l.•1,t i-..·hC'f!i~ lilt llt' ,~ a )tl('lh 1-
t.ad,t-lflr, 

t\~ k ,-d ,..,·hl'tlwr lh ~y wauk1 f'( J'uMwh tlw 
( ;,,," :u ul M itv •u' t :A.111nh::.tmatt-ct 1~ .. ...._ t..(w;tdt."U. 
111'1·1;,r·, .. 1: " W,• i ,·t l,•b c•t lc-tlt•c:- iu,klnJ 'Whrn 
ll w ~· will ;.,pp t•u1 :11(1, 111. \ 1111 w lu ~ l~lll'f .1·111tio11• 
'"I l:1lll1' 11 I~ lll llln1 lt '4,, .\. " 

Sidn -ly Sunday Sun 
10th Oct obe r 19~9 



•• 11 l ettors 1 m,,nusoripte, etc , to be Pddr<leeed 
t o th o Edit or o! BleldflDtl Section:- ----+ 

H. JI, Bond, 10 Enr ':l'en, Rhlibfu, CsJ'dit!, 

T"HE ROUIID T.t.BLE 

I would lik o t o colllllcnce thie first "Round TPbl e" of 1950 

by wishing ell Bl eke l ov ers e very Heppy Pnd Prca pe rous New Yer r 

l)Urill<j 1949 th b C .D. hPs improved its positi on admirably, ;,.., 

f er ee "Bl eki ene" is concern ed things have not elwsys been ee 

brilli t nt ee they coul ~ lll'v~ been owing t o e gro ot l ock of 

support from 0/I friends, but it i s gr,, titying t o know t hot our 

mngezin e is now r oeching more ent husiests t hl>n over bef ore l'nd 

with th o prosp oct of even gr ee t er triumphs in th e coming y eer . 

But we r ro mBking e gvOd start t o th e 7e er in our own 11 ttl e 

section . In the first pl ace , I have th e promise of s cve rs l 

erti cl es f rom • lady enthuei rst of S8%tcn Bleke , t o wit 

lira , Leonrrd Peckm.en of the London O .B .B .C , Her first ef f ort, 

"The St ory Of Nirvenr" spp 0r re in tbi a issu e l'nd I em sure you 

will ell sgree with mo in seying thrt it is cf o very high 

stsndard. In th o neer futur e we hope t o print her eeoond 

att empt which rill, I think, dee l nth thl>t wondertul charsctor 

Dr, llwtt cn Rymer. How about ycu other lr.dy Bl eke lovers ? \Ve 

will welc t mo your eff~ rte t oo , Next month I s holl pr osent y ou 

with anoth er fin e littl e eff ort f rom \lr lt or 1'1ebb entitl ed 



"lll eke'e Firs t Cree " , whlch will nppee l t o cos t of t h o ol der 
Blake f ene cs well ne P l o t of the y ow,ge r ones, In th o li ght 
of thesa n<IW contribu ti ons ( which er a only two of a b,itch now 
in hand) I cm holding over DIY Offll eorioe "Sexton Bl ake ond t he 
First Worl d ,ier" unt il l at er, but will cont inu e th e li sts of 
titl es 11111.ch ee6GI t o have mot with ~ grea t sucooss. I hl'Ve 
rec ei ved many Ut t ers asking f or t hi s se ri es t o cont inue, 

;. few r &eders heve writt en t u e,cpress th eir amez ement in 
th e recent rev.fll eti on by Welte r '1ebb th r t th e Bla ke nuth or 
"J ohn DrunlllOnd" i s actu ally J ohn Newton Chrnoe of ''Do Havi l and" 
fame. In some o• ses th ere ""s defini t e.lJ' r t endency t o dis
beli eve this, but I can as sure th d oorreepo ndon1B tha t it i s 
ind ee<l e f • ct. :lolt s r hes l eft no st one unturned t o verify 
tho llhol e r ff cir end it is from th e Jlmel.8f'meted Pres s thems elv e 
thrt com~• the definite stetemwt . I di d not think th et it m 
poss ib l e DIY•ulf, in f eet I openly t oH you so in 'Jf/1 Novembe r 
chat. I th ought th•t th er e ,ms rno th er John Drwmnond, It' 
thore wero tw ~ t hat "'e kn ew, then I th ought it quit e on th e er r e 
thrt th er a Wl'S m oth er we di d NOr kn 011', I wes wr ong r nd one o 
two oth ers were ri ght , Ile thinks th o A.P . coul d giv e us r l ot 
of surprising i nf ormotio n ,·n lll ck e E>Uthore if they chose t 

I Ptl g l ad t v s ee th nt the current S.B.L , titl es ere more 
in keep i ng with ol1 atyl ee. Gone i s thPt rnnoying bl ue etrip 
with t he title in e r ed circl e . It only needs th e r aturn of 
the auth or• s nem<I on th e c~vor t o c, .:nplet e t he ol d rp p oor ence 
ege in. Thie return t v t he old styl e ~l so gives E. R. Perke r A 
bot t er chence to illustl'flt e. 13ut ..,~uldn ' t it be g ..,ad t... s ee 
t hose insi de her di ng illus t:rotio ns egein? Evon tl: o new "Creel " 
and "¥.1roc l e11 Libnries ho.ve them ,is wal l ~s th e c ,1mprni on 
"Schuol girle' Own Librery ". ·:/hen mcgozilw s r r e ell owe·I more 
nspe r (v ory soon now) l et us hope th ~t th e S ,ll . L. will banefit. 
Sic, went mora pegee . buLi a__ati J 1 went-tha.t-d oubl &--Oalumnt- ---

TllE STORY OF NIRV ,\Jl.i 

By J us ophine PPckml>.n 
J,s this is DIY firs t vont ur o int o th e fi ol d cs c writer I 

ho,., cey err ors will be y°Vorl -,okod in DIY on1 aevour t y r el r t e tho 
"S~ry of Nirvll.ne" . 

S<.,CO ... t our "Sext on Bl r.ke" f ons nro rPt hcr inclin ed t o 
ri dicul e t h& et ori &e in th e "Uni cn J Pck" dacli ng with t he et'f r ix~ 
of Tink<,r end Nirv rnr , but f or D1Y&olf, being et r y~w,g •n<: 
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impr essi ont' bl e rge when I first re ed th ese y11rns , wpy b r ck in 
1925, I !1111Bt admit th ey wer o gr ee t f r vcurit e s of min e , end I C P 

recomb er Pt th o time r e,.To tti."6 very deeply t ru,t no thing mor e 
v;es eve r heard cf Nirvcn.e end he r immedint e flSBv ciates ?Je.rie 
end Phill i pe th e Fox. 

The whc le avri ~a only r en t v thirt ee n numbers s ~r erd over 
the pe ri od from Oct ober 1925 t u December 1926 end were n,i tt en 
by thllt v ~ry f er..ous cuth or of s o l!ll'ey Sext on Blak e y e rns, Ge, rge 
Hrmilt on Teed , en d wer e s et Pgr inst th 3 bAckgr<,und of s ome quit e 
exciting ad ventur e s, mm,;y of whi ch l ed Sex t on Bl ak e Pnd Tinker 
t o d iff e rent ,r rts of th e Ccntinent. 

In ilo .ll 49 th e s eri e s c lll!lenc ed with th e f'ff Pir of th e 
Duch es s ~f Rsy l ADd1s Di amond Neckl ece ~tdch h Pd b~en st ol en by 
Nirv rns. lJ. sh ort p r c l oguc gov e rn ep is ode in Tink er's .aarly 
bcyh ,,cd when ho first me t Nirv11ne , then " SJnr ll chil d tr,ine d es 
, pickp uck c t by h er e l do r sister ~11'ri e . Ycsrs l a t or, when 
Nirv ~na he.a bec ~m~ a f emous d~nc er , th es e two y Qung pb"Ople oot 
cgs in, r t th e Brll e iv en by th e Duch ess _,f Reylend, but NiTVr nr, 
still unc!er th e influ enc e cf UE:irie, stee ls the neckl f'ce , ond by 
,isi ng Tink er os Pn unc onsci ous o lly, inv olve d him in e ll th o 
subs oqu~nt troubl as. However, Tink er's one oim wes t o g et 
Nirv enB ewr y fr- om 1'1zlri e, but unf c rtun r t ely sh e insiste d up on 
stoying with he r sist e r until sh e hn d s 0lv od th e myst ery which 
surr vun.G.ed her pcrent ~ge . 

Tink er ke~ t this off , ir r s ecr e t frcm Sex t on Bl ok e , t 
that nc thing mor e wcul .! b e heerd fr cm Nirvo llF', bu t in t he next 
y ern, lao .115 0 , tho vctivi ti es of e geng of f or g e rs a r-e trsced 
t u l.l!'ri e, Philli pe th e F,x end Fl osh Br rc y, by Tink &r, r.nd in 
, rd&r t , pro t ect Ni rv rn r , h~ h rd t c conf ess t v Bl.' ko , but in th o 
cnC. Nirv cn !' was r ll ot eC t o go froe. 

The third ed v ont ur o ,r ol r tod in N~ . 1156, t ook p l P.ce in Sici 
thl' t l s l ond of dcrd ly Vondo tt r.s, whe r e once rgt' in Tink: or me t 
Nirv PnP , r nd anned with th e knowl odge thot h e r os s oci ,,tes wer e 
ds t on th o isl end he ~s vbl o t , he l p Sext on Bl eke br eflk th o 
vond c tt r ~f the Boll occ f r mily of whom Phi lli pe woe e mecber. 
It woe during this p ori cd th r t Nirvrlll' r ee lis ed jus t whe t Tink er 
me l'llt t c her, end th a t he Wf! S trying t o help he r br 0ek BWf'Y f rom 
;Jeri o , but flw eys th ~ ur g e t o d isc ,·ver th e truth ebc ut her 
pr r cnts was t e e str ong C'nd NirvF rw st Py ed on wi. th M'E'rie. 

In No. 1159, v ve ry s o~sonob l .a Christ mr s st ory, wee the find' 
ing by Nirv enr c f h&r l ong -n eg l oct od moth er end th e br oth er s he 
be d n....-vcr s een, but who hE"G t>ls o bee n ruin ed by YPrie, e nd un der 
t he n rce , f th e Tr.ng c Kid wrs wol1- kncvn1 t c, t !>e police • . Mari e 
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rn d her two um, c,rt ey fri ends -~i d th e ir b est t o f es t en th e gui lt 
of a j ewe l th eft on t o .Nirv M e •.s bro t he r, but h er e Sext on Bl ake 
s t epped in nnd t hwert ed th eir pl ens. 

Fr .:m he r e on I f ee l I 11111St just . ll e t th e r ~ in der of t he 
ser i e s wit h just • bri ef menti on cf t hei r titl es end cha~cters, 
oth erwis e ~h e Prti cl o will be come t '>O l ong and t ake up much 
vrlu rbl ~ spr ee in the "C.D." 

No .1161, "Th e llfat ery o f th e Pa int ed Sli pp ere", in vo lv ed 
an ct he r of T11J' f avouri t e cher ect ers , Dr. Buxt on Jq-mer, who , wi th 
!Aer ie was on th e t ra il uf th o pa int ed s li ;,pe re, in th e h eels of 
whic h ha d been hi eden soc e va l uabl e di •monds . No .1168 en titl e 
J!irv nne•s OrdeP l brings th e firet p!!rt of th e se ri ea , t o o cl os e , 
wi th Nirv Pnr b ei ng abl e t o devo te hers e lf t ~ he r moth er, end 
than r r.t he r e l ong ti m0 was all owed t o e l ttps e bef -.,r e th e first 
cf ~ · seri e s of six s t ori es P:>pee re d in lio .11 98 ce ll od "Th e v.ys t ery 
cf Room No . 7". The st ori es · conce rn ed tg e ef f or t s of t he wealt hy 
ond unscrupul ous Augus tus Keever t o ge t Nirvrula int o hi s clutch es , 
bu t behin d every thin;; t hare lurk ed th e s inist er sha de-, of t h e I 
~st e ri ous l.lons e~o ur X. 

Ench st cry wPs compl ete in its elf, Nu .11 99 , "Th e c~ s e c f th e 
Sheff i e l d Ir omnest er'', s aw Bl ake md Tink er in Sh ef fi el d All t from 
th er e , in th o "Aff a ir of th e Der e lict Gr ange " in No . 1200 , t hey ! 
t r ave ll ed t c Cornw e ll , and ino i dent elly th e popul •r Yvonn e th en 
c ome en the sc en e , by off e rirus t o c ~r e f or Nirv f\W. 

In No .1 201 Ti nk er, " ho Md baan s en t t o Pol os ti n e , wrs ahi 
wrecked i n th e Mri e ti c , end t hr ough bei ng r escu ed r nrl t rken t o 
Venice , wes ebl e t o h el p Bl ake once egs in t o outwit Mons ei gn eur X, 
end inc i dent a Uy t o re s cue Nirv r ne , who hs d b&en vr .evr il ed un on I 
by Keever t o r cc ~mpol'\)' him t o Vooi ca wi t h t he pr omi se of r evea li ng 
whc.r e her f o th er wrs t o be f ounc . I 

In No.1 202 , "The Clu e Gf th e Twn Str MfB" , Sex t r.n Bl Pke , wi th 
- -hthe r,, m -o1H oo'l:h-¥°'-TOMe-a nd Ni r ti rti, mu, abl e to ch Pt ap tho 

sc erulel of t he f orge d Rcl oni en Bonds by bre aking up th e g,, ng of 
Ccr ge rs ·ilnd a rr e st ing Keeve r . 

The f i ru,l meet ing be tween Bl ake and )Sonae1gn eur X occurs 
Spa in . The at ~ry _ vf t he !l)' s t eri ous l\!cna e ign our ends ,"midst t h 
mount e ins of t he 11 t tl o st e te of L.nclorrs, bu t Bl ek e Vllls en!!bl ed 
t1J ..!is c .. 1v ,;r th e tru e i dentity of Ni rv ana ' s f e t he r, nn:! in th e 
l est epis ude cf thi s aeri e s , No .1 20() , "The Adventure of th e 'i'wo 
Devi ls" , Nirv m1P end h ur pe r ent a !'r e uni t ad , but only e,ft .ar 
Ti nker's £ine l e ff 0rt e t 0 ge t her out of l.lcri e ' e cl ut che s • 

.10 I r ellll'rk ed r t t he, begi.nning of t hi s Art i c l ~ , not hing mo 

I 
W(lB evor heC'rd of tbds.a- i nt eres ting f o lk, r nd I, f or _ on e , wee 
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extr w el,y dis ep p->int ce t he t l!l>ri o di J ~<>t i!'~t th o ;,unis hment 

ah o d<,s erv vl . 

THE UNION Jl,Cl{ 9 1929 
1316. The Gol d Grng of Beer's Cr eek . 
l317. The Croucher'& Come Beck. 
1}16. Pr esumed Jl...a. 
1319. The Case of th e Ghost Shi p . 
1320 . The Ces o of th o Shriv ~ll ed ».>n 
1321. Tha Bro ken Mel od;r. 
1322. The Cap ti v e of th o Cr ag 
l323. The Book of DM th. 
1324. The Case of th e Hairl ess IJlln. 
1325. The Humber 1foodye rd Mys tery. 
1326. Deed !.IPn ' e P lUD<\er. 
1327. !.re )' cu Peul Cynoa? 
1326. Th<> Fcot of Fvrtun e . 
1329. Thv Fl c~ Tttil. 
1330 . The Gr een Fl esh. 

.(l ) Arthur Petera on. 

G. H. Teed . 
Gilbert Chest er. 
F.d,oy Seer le a Broo ke. 
.;nth o111 Sken e . 

5 Edwy s~e rl ea Broo ks. 
6 Gwyn Evens. 
1 Gwyn Evens . 
6 ..nt hon;r Sken e . 
9 Rob ort Murrey. 
10) RC"b ort !..'urrey. 

1331, Grev ed in Silv or. (11) .;rith on;r Skene. 

1332. The Uyst ery of th e 4 Buff a l o Bille. 
1333. The Ces c of th o Br t'df ord Dregon.(12) Gwyn Ev-ens. 
1334. Th<> Moecic Myst ery. Gilb ert Ch~st or. 

1335. The Cose of th e Dovi l Ship. 
1336. One l!Wldrod Yeere Aft er! 
1337. Exposur e . 
1336 . I defy! 
1339. The Css o -,f th o Fifth .!!en. 
1340. The Ri ud l e of Rurel ong Bey. 
1341. Tho Pbl'nt oc of th e Footplat e . 
1342. Creclc:l.ng t;,tcll s 1 
1343. Some Pcrrsone Unkn01111. 
1344 . The Men in the Derk en od Room. 
1345. The Gre et P,yremi d Swin dl e . 
1346. Tho Sh edC"II' Men. 
1347. The J t1mbor,; o 1.1,'etery . 

( 12.C,.) GW)'!l Evans • 
( 13 ) Robert hlurre7 . 

( 14 ) .:.n tho n;r Ske ne • 

(15 ) Gwyn Evens. 
Merk Osborn e . 

( 16) G"7D Evans. 

1346. The adv en tur e of th o r/hit o Salute. 
1349. The .'..Jvonture of th e Two 1¥1 tneasoe. 
1350. King 's Evi dence. (17) Robert ?!IJ.rn>y. 

1351. Tho H~nd of !Nngermere, 
1352. The Gee R1ne ld;yet ery. 
1553. The ~,bi te Heere e 11Ystery. 

( 16 ) Rei d ' lhi tloy. 
Re,; !wr,ding e . 
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1354 . The Ceee of tho 3 Bl eck Cats. 
1355. The " llo~ i d~', ~~\ er:y. 
1356. Rogu.es cir t ,!!e Roed. , : 
1'57. Terror B:, Nigh~ I_ . 
1358. The Dee th SMre . · 
1359. Retri but:i.onl 1' .. , 
1360. TJ;te Man ~l})o 'l'l'iJ1e De..-d. 

.1361. The House of ~ ea. · , l 
1.362, The Gnomid . 
. 1363 •. The l'.llil Beg J,t,~t ilr:y. • 
1364. The !"r<>aen Jdan 14Yster:y. 
1365. The }11stl et o_e Milk 0

1(}'e t eey, 
1366. Tho llleeqU:e of Time . 
1367. The Judge _ment Men •. 
Kez to Cher ect era 

Krock Kelk. 
June Seve r once • 
Gilbert ~nd Eil een B°l'l e . 
Rupert We l do , . 
Mias Death . 

1. 
2 • . 
3. 
4 ,, 
6, 

.,, 18, 
9. 

5, 20. 
7, 12, 15, 
14 , 

( 18~ ) Reid "/hi tl ey . 

f
• °i9) ·En~ Searles Brocks. 

20~ Edwy Sea rl es Bro oks . 
21 ·Robert Murrey. 
22 Gwyn Evens, 

·( 23) Gwyn Evans. 
Gilb e:,t Cheat er • 
Vict or Fremlin. 

( 24 )Edwy Saa rl oe Broo ks, 
. ( 25 ) Gwyn Evflns • 
t2 6) Gwyn L'V"118 , 

Rei d 'Thi tley. 

Zuni.th the Albino , 
Doct or Se tir • .
Pcul. Cynoa • · · 10, 13 , 1.7, ·21. 
Th" Gargoy le. 
Sp, l ~eh Pag e . 

'ilo. 
Ewlt PCO CAVendieh. 
The Men "'..Ibo ,..,ere Deed. 

,11. 
12• , 16, 22', 23. 
18. 
18~, 24, 19. 
22, 23. 

Noxt Month. ''Tho Uni on J eck'' f .or 1928. 

- ~ O'!P, a s <> ea. ·:lh en complet e 
th ey will give you ell th e inf orowtion y ou need ebout 
th e cbarect .er 11.t ori es in the U .J. 
Inf ormati on re an6eymoua st ories rb ovo Aill be much 
e,p r eci a t ed • 

• Stanley .l. Pachon, 627 Hay es Stre e t, Bethl ehem, R3nn,, U.S . ~ . 
quir es ·• number of G. A. llenty stories . l'ioul d reado r e with 

ny t o off er p le as e ge t in t ouch with him? 
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